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"Flashback" Homecoming set for Oct. 27
Everything old is new again.
From disco and bell-bottoms to mullets and break dancing, the 1970s and 1980s are
back as the "Flashback" theme for Homecoming Week 2007.
The Eastern Michigan University Eagles take on the
Western Michigan Broncos Saturday, Oct. 27, 3:30
p.m., Rynearson Stadium. Reserved tickets cost
$13; general admission tickets are $11 for adults
and $5 for those 18 years of age and under. A
family pack of four tickets, plus four hot dog
vouchers, costs $30. To order tickets, contact the
EMU Ticket Office at 487-2282.
A pre-game Athletics tailgate is scheduled at
Eagles' Landing from noon to 3 p.m. at Oestrike
Stadium. Entry to the tailgate requires a game
ticket or valid EMU student ID.
"We're finding big increases each year in the
number of student organizations hosting tailgates
for their members, friends and alumni," said
Melissa Ginotti, director of Campus Life. "We expect this year we'll see the largest
numbers ever."
More on this story...
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By Kimberly Buchholz

The Eastern Michigan
University Eagles take on
in-state rival Western
Michigan University
Saturday, Oct. 27, 3:30
p.m., Rynearson Stadium.
Reserved tickets cost
$13; general admission
tickets are $11 for adults
and $5 for those 18 years
of age and under. A
family pack of four
tickets, plus four hot dog
vouchers, costs $30. To
order tickets, contact the
BUCK THE BRONCOS: Catch all of the
EMU Ticket Office at 487Homecoming action when the Eastern
2282.
Michigan University Eagles take on MAC
rival Western Michigan University
A pre-game Athletics
Saturday, Oct. 27, 3:30 p.m., in Rynearson
tailgate is scheduled at
Stadium.
Eagles' Landing from
noon to 3 p.m. at Oestrike Stadium. Entry to the tailgate requires a game
ticket or valid EMU student ID.
"We're finding big increases each year in the number of student
organizations hosting tailgates for their members, friends and alumni," said
Melissa Ginotti, director of Campus Life. "We expect this year we'll see the
largest numbers ever."
Shuttle service to Rynearson Stadium will run from noon to 3 p.m., with
stops on Forest Street at Sill Hall, the Student Center and outside Eastern
Eateries. Shuttle service will resume after the third quarter from the drop
off point in front of Rynearson Stadium and will run until one hour after the
game. For details about the EMU tailgate policy, visit
www.emich.edu/homecoming.
Celebrations also will
include a "Flashback"
Alumni Tailgate presented
on game day by WNIC
Radio, 100.3 FM, from
1:30-3:30 p.m. on the
west side of Rynearson
Stadium, complete with
fun activities for children
and plenty of EMU give
away items. At 2 p.m.,
former Homecoming
kinas and aueens are
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last year's Alumni Tailgate festivities. This
year's "Flashback" Alumni Tailgate is
scheduled Oct. 27, 1:30-3:30 p.m., on the
west side of Rynearson Stadium.
the EMU Alumni Association Scholarship Fund.

followed by a 2:30 p.m.
Alumni "Chapter of the
Year" presentation.
Admission is by donation
and proceeds will benefit

After the football game, head over to the Convocation Center where the
EMU men's and women's basketball teams will hold their annual Green and
White scrimmage. Admission is free.
Deck your office door in green and white and all things EMU for a
decorating contest Wednesday, Oct. 24. Judging begins at 10 a.m. with
prizes going to the winners.
Spiff up your EMU wardrobe at the T-shirt exchange, Thursday, Oct. 25,
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at the spirit tent outside the northwest
corner of Pray-Harrold where gently used non-EMU apparel can be traded
in for a new EMU T-shirt. While you're there, check out the car crush. Pitch
in to help wreck a WMU Broncos-themed car. Cost is $5 for 10 "hits" or a
donation of five non-perishable food items.
No Homecoming Week would be
complete without a pep rally. Join the
EMU Marching Band, cheerleaders
and a DJ Thursday, Oct. 25, at 8
p.m., for an evening of school spirit,
prizes and Homecoming Court
announcements, rain or shine at
University Park.
This year's Golden Years Reunion will
honor the class of 1957. Advanced
reservations are required for the Oct.
26 event. To make a reservation,
contact the Office for Alumni
Relations at 487-0250, or e-mail
alumni.relations@emich.edu or 4870250.
In addition to traditional Homecoming
activities, a bonus event is a free
THE LITTLE FAN: This little girl
"Flashback Family Day" Saturday,
plays cheerleader during last
Oct. 27, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
year's pep rally. Join the EMU
_
Family Day 1s a full day of adventure, Marching Band cheerleaders
fun and le�rnin� at the Mark Jef!erson and a DJ ct. 25; s p.m., in
_
Mall. Act1v1t1es include: storytelling,
University Park for this year's
_
puppet mak1_ ��' robots, animals,
pep rally.
_
clowns, mag1c1ans, musical
performances, University Art Gallery, Explore Eastern and much more.
"Disco Drive," a week-long food drive sponsored by Food Gatherers, also
will take place. For a list of food drop-off sites around campus and at
Rynearson Stadium, visit www.emich.edu/vision.discodrive.html.
For a complete list of Homecoming events, visit
www.emich.edu/homecoming
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By Ron Podell
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For years, Eastern Michigan University has brought in solid numbers of
freshman students to campus. However, it has had problems retaining
them.
In an effort to curb that trend and come up with fresh ideas to keep
students at Eastern, EMU's Enrollment Management and the Office of
Retention and Student Success hosted a Retention Symposium Oct. 5 in
Welch Hall.
"In light of the dwindling
federal and state support
to higher education, and
the increased cost to
students and families, we
want to make sure we are
doing what we can to
assist students," said
Lynette Findley, EMU's
associate vice president
for student retention and
student success. "We
need to continue to
provide a quality
education with the
necessary academic
support in a timely
manner."
Guests Cheryl Hanewicz
and Ron J. Hammond,
both from Utah Valley
State College (UVSC),
presented, "A Unique
RETAIN STUDENTS: Ron Hammond, a
Study of the Student
sociology professor from Utah Valley State
Retention Issue: Finding
College (UVSC), discusses an alumni
Applied Solutions Using
survey the college conducted to learn
Spatial and Non-Spatial
more about why students graduated or
Research Techniques."
dropped out of UVSC. Hammond and
Cheryl Hanewicz, also of UVSC and a
Using GIS methods
former EMU faculty member, gave
traditionally used in
presentations during a retention
symposium conducted in Welch Hall Oct. 5. spatial mapping and
results of a research
survey that was sent to approximately 2,500 UVSC alumni, the two
compiled a blueprint as to why students there were dropping out. The
study, which elicited 225 responses, looked at student retention patterns in
UVSC students who entered the college in 1999 and what transpired over
the next six-year period.
Of 3, 147 students that entered UVSC that year, 2,006 or 64 percent ended
up dropping out.
"I think we found some things that today make you go 'hmm,"' said
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• Students who did not make a personal connection with a faculty
member were more likely to drop out. Approximately 71 percent of
students who graduated said a faculty member positively affected
them while dropouts only reported a 39 percent rate.
• Students who did not make a personal connection with a staff
member were more likely to drop out. Again, 71 percent of those
who graduated reported making a personal connection to staff
members. Only 45 percent of the dropouts responding said they had
a strong connection with a staff member.
• Students who worked more than 30 hours a week were more likely
to drop out than students working less.
• A number of students who reached the point of dropping out did not
seek assistance before making that decision.
"We need to intervene with these students before they reach that wall,"
Hammond said.
Students missing classes and feeling overwhelmed by the academic
demands of college were some of the "flashers" found that let
administrators and faculty know students are at the point of dropping out,
said Hanewicz, an assistant professor and senior director of student
success and retention at UVSC.
In addition to making strong personal connections, graduates reported
they made more friends and became involved in more extracurricular
activities than dropouts.
During the symposium, Hammond also presented "Improving Student
Retention at a High Turnover College." Hanewicz, a former EMU faculty
member in the School of Technology Studies for a decade, also presented,
"Using a Geographic Information System to Study Student Retention
Patterns at Eastern Michigan University."
"Our retention council will be making recommendations about retention in
the near future," Findley said.

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

Oct. 9, 2007 issue
EMU kicks off United
Way campaign; sets
goal of raising
$110,000

From staff reports
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Editor's Note: Eastern Michigan University's United Way campaign began
Oct. 8 and runs through Nov. 2. The following is an introductory letter from
Freman Hendrix, Jessica "Decky" Alexander and Dennis Stolte, this year's
co-chairs for the United Way campaign.
Oct. 4, 2007
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
We begin this year's United Way Campaign determined, as in years past,
to make a significant positive impact on the community. We hope that the
immense needs within our local community can foster our own campus
unity. As campaign co-chairs, we are committed to working in meaningful
and tangible ways with all of you as we strive to reach our campaign goal.
HelpSource, a
United Way
funded
agency and
Washtenaw
EASTERN LENDS A HAND: Eastern Michigan
County's
University's United Way campaign kicked off Oct. 8
largest
fM!
d continues throug� Nov. 2. This year's goal �s to
�
m
nongo e men
_
_
social service raise $110,000 to assist United Way programs m
Washtenaw County.
agency,
closed its doors this September, putting its hundreds of clients, neglected
and abused children, senior citizens, and its programs in substance
addiction and youth mentors at risk of losing the assistance and support
upon which they depend. Additionally, the loss of the Pfizer Global
Research and Development facility in Ann Arbor will significantly impact
this year's campaign.

Washtenaw United Way

United�
Way�

As we embark on this year's United Way Campaign, we do so amid a 7. 4
percent state unemployment rate, a 5 percent countywide unemployment
rate, and with 14 percent of Washtenaw County residents living in poverty.
This year's United Way Campaign focuses on the basics: food, medical care
and shelter for those most in need.
Agencies such as the following depend on the support of Washtenaw
County United Way so they can provide support for those individuals and
families most in need:
Food Gatherers: Michigan's first food rescue program exists to alleviate
hunger and address its causes in the community by reducing food waste
through the rescue and distribution of perishable and nonperishable food,
and coordinating with other hunger relief providers.
Shelter Association: Serves the largest percentage of those experiencing
homelessness - single adult men and women. All of their clients share two
characteristics; they have no place to live, and do not currently have the
resources to secure and maintain housing.
SOS Community Services: Started more than 20 vears aqo bv an EMU
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When you give to the United Way, your dollars go to support services and
people in our communities - people who need our help to survive and
thrive. United Way agencies get results and "Results Matter."
In the next few weeks, a departmental representative will be contacting
you to ask for a contribution to the University's annual United Way
Campaign. There are many ways to contribute to the United Way
Campaign. Do not hesitate to contact us or your departmental
representative with regard to the various initiatives, agencies and
approaches to contributing to the campaign.
This year's campaign will run from Oct. 8 through Nov. 2, with a goal of
raising $110, 000. With your help, we know we can do it. Please consider
helping EMU help United Way "build better lives and communities."
Sincerely,

Freman Hendrix, Government Relations
Dennis Stolte, ICT
Jessica "Decky" Alexander, Communication, Media and Theatre Arts
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EM professor
conducts research
to improve
protection of
bulletproof vests

By Amy E.

_

Whitesall

..........

FOCUi�

A bulletproof vest weighs 2-3 pounds, about twice that if you add the side
panels and stainless steel, or ceramic trauma plates that make it effective
against stabbing. And, if the thought of working in a stiff, five-pound
garment doesn't give you pause, consider this: it doesn't breathe.
All of that, of
course, beats
a bullet
wound, which
is why police
and military
personnel
depend on
bulletproof
vests. But
Subhas
Ghosh, an
Eastern
Michigan
University
professor in
the College of
Technology,
is determined
to help make
their jobs a
little safer
and more
comfortable.

BUILDING A BETTER VEST: Subhas Ghosh, a
professor in EMU's College of Technology, sports a
a prototype of a bulletproof vest, for which he has
designed a protective element. The element is pierce
proof and thermoplastic, meaning it protects the
wearer from stabbing attacks and improves comfort
by transferring heat away from the body. Graduate
students Natalie Reynolds, of Elkton, and Sangeeta
Yaday, of New Delhi, India, take measurements.

Ghosh has
developed a
protective
element for
bulletproof vests that's pierce-proof and thermoplastic, which means the
material can be molded into different shapes when heated. All of this
combines for protection that wears comfortably, covers more area than the
common Kevlar shields and protects the wearer from stabbing attacks. A
special underlayer wicks moisture and transfers excess heat away from the
body.
"If you think of that bullet, it's a hunk of metal coming at you at
tremendous velocity," said Ghosh, who has a doctorate in fiber science.
"Stopping that is no joke, so the first thing we want to do is stop the
bullet. After that, the best thing you can do is stop it and hold it there.
And, then, you want something that disperses the impact.
"Comfortable, low weight, yet designed to stop a bullet - that's our
objective."
Ghosh's bulletproof vest uses three different, high-strength materials made
from different fabric formation processes. It stopped a .44-magnum round
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continued to make it better, lighter and effective for stopping higher-level
ammunitions. I just sent it to an outside person who does testing for the
military."
A standard Kevlar, bulletproof vest has a barrier made from 30 layers of
Kevlar fabric that slides into a broad pocket in a nylon vest. The vest
covers the chest and abdomen. Vests are rated for specific weapon classes.
Levels 1-3 are made to protect the wearer from handgun ammunition;
levels 4-5 are made for the military and offer protection from automatic
rifle ammunition. The vests EMU's Department of Public Safety provides for
its officers are rated level 2A, common for road patrols, said DPS Sgt.
David Shefferly.
"They're supposed to protect from all handgun rounds," Shefferly said. "It
will not stop a rifle round and it will not stop stabs, but they're pretty good
for a knife swipe or blunt trauma. Unfortunately, there are some officers
still around that say 'I never wore one when I was young because it was
uncomfortable. I'm not going to wear one now."'
Ghosh approached venture capitalist Dr. Louis Serafin about the project.
Serafin, whose daughter did her graduate work with Ghosh at EMU, was
drawn to the opportunity to do something that would so tangibly help
servicemen and women. He provided $250,000 in funding for Ghosh to
work on the new protective element. Serafin is now negotiating with the
University for exclusive licensing.
"It's very interesting and, so far, the preliminary things have gone very
well," Serafin said. "Things can go downhill in a hurry, so you don't like to
brag too much until someone buys something."
The underlayer fabric is manufactured in England, where Ghosh has
partnered with experts at the University of Bolton, but Serafin plans to
produce the vests in Michigan.
"I feel good that my effort would end up with a new manufacturing facility
in Michigan," said Ghosh, an internationally recognized textile expert. "I
feel proud of that and I feel proud that I am making some contribution to
the country."
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Novels, poetry,
short stories
headline Bathhouse
Reading Series

By Kimberly
Buchholz
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Short stories, poetry and an eclectic mix of novels make up the 2007-2008
Bathhouse Reading Series, sponsored by Campus Life and the Department
of English at Eastern Michigan University.
The series kicks off with "Fiction & Politics: A Reading and Discussion with
Stephen Elliott," Tuesday, Oct. 9, 6 p.m., in the Halle Library Auditorium.
Elliott is the author of six books, including the reverse-chronology story of
an abused boy raised by the State of Illinois, "Happy Baby" ( Picador,
2004), and the "almost true," short story collection, "My Girlfriend Comes
To The City And Beats Me Up" (Cleis Press, 2006). Elliott also is author of
"Looking Forward To It" (Picador, 2004) , a non-fiction memoir of the 2004
Democratic presidential campaign.
Elliott has written for Esquire, The New York Times and GQ, and has been
anthologized in Best American Erotica, Best Sex Writing and twice in Best
American Non-Required Reading.
Join poet Ron Padgett for a discussion, "When Poet
Meets Painter: The Pleasures of Collaboration,"
Tuesday, Nov. 9, 3:30 p . m . , in the Halle Library
Auditorium. Padgett is the author of "Oklahoma
Tough: My Father, King of the Tulsa
Bootleggers" (University of Oklahoma Press, 2003),
the story of his own infamous bootlegger father, and
"You Never Know," a collection of poems.
Padgett is the editor of "The Handbook of Poetic
Forms", as well as the translator of "Blaise Cendrars'
Complete Poems."

Padgett

At 5 p.m., Michigan native Ander Monson joins Padgett at Halle Library
Auditorium for a reading.
Monson is editor of the literary magazine, Diagram, and
• the New Michigan Press. Author of three books, "Neck
Deep and Other Predicaments: Essays (Graywolf Press,
2007), "Other Electricities" (Sarabande Books, 2005)
and "Vacationland" (poems, Tupelo Press, 2005),
Monson teaches poetry, fiction and nonfiction at Grand
.. Valley State University.
Well-known short story writer Lee Abbott and novelist
Yannick Murphy are scheduled Tuesday, Jan. 15, 5
p.m., in the Student Center Auditorium.
Monson

Abbott is the author of several acclaimed collections of
stories including, "Dreams of Distant Lives" (White Pine Press, 1990) and
"Wet Places at Noon" ( University of Iowa Press, 1997). His many works
have appeared in such journals and magazines as Harpers, The Atlantic
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A recipient of The 0. Henry Award for Fiction,
Abbott, a professor of English, is largely considered
the "cornerstone of Ohio State's fiction writing
program."
Murphy is the author of "The Sea of
Trees" (Houghton Mifflin, 1997), the account of a
poor family's coming-of-age in 1970s New York,
and "Here They Come" (McSweeney's, 2006).
Murphy is the recipient of the Whiting Writer's
Award and a Chesterfield Film Project Fellow,
awarded in conjunction with Steven Spielberg's
Amblin Entertainment.

Murphy

Author of "AHWOOOOOO ! " (Clarion, 2006), a children's book about a
young wolf's quest to "find the howl inside," Murphy is set to release "In A
Bear's Eye" (Ozane Books), a collection of stories, in February 2008.
Current and former EMU faculty round out the series Wednesday, April 2, 5
p.m., in the Student Center Auditorium.
Janet Kauffman, author of "Loose, Obscene Gestures for
Women" (Kopf, 1990) and a collection of short stories,
"Places in the World a Woman Could Walk" (Greywolf
Rediscovery, 1995), is a professor at EMU. She
specializes in imaginative writing and mixed media.
Her works include three novels, two volumes of poetry,
three collections of short stories, and numerous mixed
media and collaborative projects.
The formerly director of creative writing at EMU,
novelist Jeff Parker is author of "Ovenman" (Tin House
Books, 2007), the story of a skateboarding, tattoo
covered young man named When who flags himself Post-it note reminders
of the prior night's events.
Kauffman

Recent works include a collaboration with artist William Powhinda on "The
Back of the Line" (DECODE, 2007). Parker is an assistant professor of
English at the University of Toronto and has been featured in The Best
American Non-Required Reading.
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READY TO FIRE: Eastern Michigan University quarterback Andy Schmitt gets ready to fire a pass
during the Oct. 6 game against the University of Michigan at "The Big House." The redshirt sophomore
finished 15-of-28 passing for 108 yards to go along with nine carries for 41 yards and one rushing
touchdown. The Eagles acquitted themselves well, trailing only 16- 14 at the half before losing 33-22 to
the perennial national power.
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PABLO SPEAKS: Pablo Davis, an American artist, lifelong Communist activist and Detroit community
organizer, speaks to students from EMU's Latino Student Association during an event at the EMU
Student Center Oct. 4. Davis, who also provided a slide show of his art, is the last living member of the
team of artists that worked with Diego Rivera on the Detriot Industry mural, which is located in the
central courtyard, Rivera Court, of the Detroit Institute of Arts. During his life, he also marched with
Communist activist Cesar Chavez. The event was part of Hispanic Heritage Month on campus. Photo by
Babs Rambold
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The Art Department New Faculty Exhibition is currently on display in University Gallery at the EMU Student Center.
The exhibit, which opened Oct. 1, is scheduled every few years as the art department builds its nucleus of new
faculty. New faculty member Brooks Stevens (below) displays her ear sculpture, "I Know You Can Hear Me, But
Are You Listening?", which is made of hydrocal, a form of cement. The following are some numbers associated
with the exhibition.
New faculty showing work 7
Pieces exhibited 14
Types of pieces exhibited 14
Work of faculty hired within the last 5 years
Closing date Nov. 14
Source: Larry Newhouse, University
Gallery /Ford Gallery Director
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N·ews Briefs
The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening
at Eastern Michigan University.
Oct, 9, 2097 issue
News Briefs
By Ron Podell
• New Faculty
Exhibition
• Flu shots available
• Thanksgiving
Luncheon tickets
now on sale
• WEMU needs
volunteers
• Meehan/Perkins
duo performs Oct.
12
• Softball
tournaments
scheduled
• World College
international travel
grants available
• Joseph and the
Amazing
Technicolor
Dream coat
• Benefit concert for
Leonard Riccinto
set for Oct. 2 1
• Explore Eastern
scheduled Oct. 27
• Family Day set for
Oct. 27
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• New
Faculty
Exhibition:
The Art
Department's
New Faculty
Exhibition
runs
through
Nov. 14,
University
Art Gallery,
Student
Center. This
exhibition
features the
work of art
department NEW FACULTY ART: Jennifer Locke, an art
faculty hired department faculty member, relaxes next to her
within the
work, "The Loss I Found Shopping at the Mall," a
last five
series of plastic, painted figures on plastic sheet. The
years.
figures are models for clothing retailers. With their
Works
faces removed, their look is very melancholy. The
include
New Faculty Exhibition continues in University Art
serigraphy, Gallery through Nov. 14.
oil
paintings, digital video and large-scale installations. For information, call
Larry Newhouse, 487-0465, 487-1077, or e-mail him at
larry.newhouse@emich. edu
• Flu shots available: University Health Services is now offering flu
vaccinations to the EMU community. The cost is $30. Vaccination hours
are 9 a.m. to noon and 2-4 p.m., Monday-Friday, in Snow Health Center.
University Health Services accepts cash, check, credit cards or you may
use your student account or payroll deduction. For more information, call
487-1122
Thanksgiving Luncheon tickets now
on sale: Tickets for the 23rd Annual
Thanksgiving Luncheon are now on sale.
Guests will enjoy roast turkey, carved to
order, with all the holiday trimmings
Nov. 13, 1 1 a.m. and 1 p.m., EMU
Student Center Grand Ballroom. This
year, tickets must be purchased either
in person or by phone (no e-mails). Cost
is $12.50 for faculty and staff, and $ 1 1
for students. Tickets may be purchased
Monday-Friday, Convocation Center, 10

a.m. to 5 p.m . ; the Student Center
Ticket Office, noon to 9 p.m.; or the
Quirk-Sponberg Theatres Ticket Office,
noon to 5 p.m. All ticket offices share
the same phone number 487-2282 (as always, first-come, first-serve).
Cash, check, charge card, banner numbers and requisitions will be
accepted. Seatings are limited for each buffet. Fifty cents from each
ticket will be donated to Food Gatherers. For more information, contact
Linda Panzica, 487-4180.

CELEBRATORY FEAST: Tickets
for th 23rd Annual Thanksgiving
Luncheon are now on sale.

• WEMU needs volunteers: WEMU needs volunteers to answer phones
and take pledges Friday, Oct. 12, through Saturday, Oct. 20, during the
fall on-air pledge drive in their studios at 426 King Hall. Shifts are a
minimum of two consecutive hours and take place between 6 a.m. and
11 p.m. daily. Area restaurants donate food and beverages, and
students may receive community service credit for volunteering. To sign
up, call 487-2229 or e-mail Laura at lsigarto@emich.edu
• Meehan/ Perkins Duo performs
Oct. 12 : The Meehan/Perkins Duo
(Todd Meehan and Doug Perkins),
comprised of two of the country's
leading contemporary
percussionists, will perform a mini
concert and percussion master class
Friday, Oct. 12, 7 : 30 p.m., Recital
Hall, Alexander Building. The duo
will perform works by Steve Reich,
Suzanne Farrin and John Fitz
Rogers. The two also will work with
EMU percussion students and will
discuss their music and their
professional experiences as
contemporary music performers.
For more information, call 4872255.
• Softball tournaments scheduled : COUNTRY MUSIC: The
The EMU softball team will host two, Meehan/ Perkins Duo comes to
one-day tournaments this fall. The campus Oct. 12 to perform and
tournament is open to high school
work with EMU percussion
teams 16 years old and under, and students.
teams 18 years old and under.
Tournaments are scheduled Oct. 14 and Oct. 21, Varsity Field. For more
information, contact Eric Oakley, eoakley@emich.edu
• World College international travel grants available: A limited
amount of international travel support is available to full-time EMU
faculty and staff. Special consideration will be given to those who have
not received a World College travel grant previously. The deadline for the
current application/award cycle is Oct. 15. For application information
and procedures, call 487-2414 or go to
http://www.emich.edu/worldcollege/travel_ grants . html
• Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat: Eastern Michigan
University's 2007-2008 season opens with an extended two-week run of
the musical, "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat," with a
preview performance Friday, Oct. 19, 9 p.m., Quirk theatre. Phil
Simmons, an EMU faculty member, directs with music by Andrew Lloyd
Webber and lyrics by Tim Rice. The play is based on the story of Joseph,
his 11 brothers and father Jacob. The play runs Oct. 20, 25-27, 7 p.m.;

and Oct. 21 and 28, 3 p.m. Special performances are scheduld Oct. 20. 2
p.m., which is high school Drama Day; and Oct. 24, 10 a.m., for school
groups. Tickets are $15 general admission, $12 for students, $9 for
MAINSTAGE patrons and $6 for children ages 5-12. For tickets, call 4872282 or in person at the Convocation Center, Student Center ticket office
or the Quirk Theatre Box Office.
Benfit concert for Leonard Riccinto set
for Oct. 21: The Eastern Michigan
University Department of Music and dance
sponsors a choral music concert for the
benefit of the Leonard Riccinto Memorial
Endowed Music Scholarship Fund Sunday,
Oct. 2 1 , 7:30 p.m., Pease Auditorium. The
concert features the EMU choirs, Measure for
Measure: A Men's Choral Society and the
debut of The Len Riccinto Singers. The
program also includes a massed choir made
up of musicians from all walks of Riccinto's
professional life. Riccinto was director of
choral activities at EMU for 20 years. He died
in December 2006. The scholarship,
established in his memory, was created to
honor his legacy by benefiting students and
the field of choral music education.
Admission to the concert is free. For more
information, call 487-2255.
• Explore Eastern scheduled Oct. 27:
Eastern Michigan University's Explore
Eastern is a great way for high school students, transfer students and
graduate students to learn about EMU and how an EMU education can
launch the path to their future. The next Explore Eastern event is
scheduled Saturday, Oct. 27, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The day begins at the
EMU Student Center. For more information, call 1-800-GO-TO-EMU. To
register, go to http://www.emich.edu/admissions/register/eereg.html

Riccinto

• Family Day set for
Oct. 27: Looking for
more fun than Monopoly
or Mr. Potato Head?
Then boogie down to
EMU for adventure, fun
and learning at the
2007 Flashback Family
Day, Saturday, Oct. 27,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
various campus
locations. Start your day
at the Mark Jefferson
Mall main stage and
M OTHER AND CHILD: A mother and her
pick up your map to
son
enj oy an activity during last year's
exciting adventures and
Famil y Day. This year's event is scheduled
good times. Activities
Oct. 27, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
include: storytelling,
puppet making, robots, animals, clowns, magicians, musical
performances, University Art Gallery, Explore Eastern and much more.
For a schedule of events, go to www.emich.edu/familyday or call the
Office of Special Events and Public Engagement, 487-2360.

EAST E R N M I C H I GA N U N I V E RS I TY

EMU HOME

Oct. 9, 2007 issue

"Pm interested in showing
my students that, often enough,
the medieval is modern."

Marty Shlchtman
Proteesor
Engllsh La

and

I

came to Eastern Michigan University in 1984 and have been teaching here now for 23 years. My specialization is
Medieval Literature. We remain, in many ways, living in the Middle Ages, as many things from that time continue
to resonate in contemporary culture. I'm interested in showing my students that, often enough, the medieval is
modern. In class, we talk about everything from Anglo-Saxon texts to Capital One commercials that feature
marauding barbarians.
I also teach General Education courses. I believe it is very important for EMU students to read great literature and
be able to talk about it. It's important for them to experience the kinds of texts that have transformed the world:
books that have caused emotional revolutions and political revolutions as well.
Literature not only changes with culture; literature also can transform the society in which it is produced. Books
matter. They are not just objects. I ask students to consider the ways great books have had an impact and
inspired cultural shifts.
Eastern Michigan has given me many opportunities to expand my teaching and research horizons. For instance,
Eastern provided me with the opportunity to be a member of the faculty group that created "Culture and the
Holocaust," a team-taught, interdisciplinary class many students claim has changed their lives.
My colleagues have been very supportive of me, both as a teacher and a writer. Colleagues, within and outside the
department, have read my work and commented on it. I've read their work. Colleagues have engaged me in the
kinds of intellectual conversations that help a faculty member remain creative and involved.

